The Random Jottings of Donald Jay in Nelson in Pendle Lancashire . 


The Hare and Hounds public house Colne Lancashire was a quaint little establishment located in 
the heart of Colne. It was known for its friendly staff, delicious food, and a wide selection of 
drinks. However, there was one thing that made this pub stand out from all the others - the 
presence of a ghostly apparition that had been spotted multiple times by staff and patrons alike. 
Legend had it that the ghost was that of a young woman who had died tragically in the pub 
many years ago. No one knew exactly what had happened to her, but some claimed that she had 
been murdered by her jealous lover, while others believed that she had simply died of a broken 
heart. Whatever the reason for her death, the white woman - as she had come to be known - had 
made her presence felt in the pub in a big way. 

The first sighting of the white woman had been reported by the pub's landlord, who had seen her 
walking through the bar area late one night. At first, he had thought it was a customer who had 
stayed behind after closing time, but when he went to investigate, he found no one there. Since 
then, there had been numerous sightings of the ghostly figure, always dressed in a long, flowing 
white dress. 

Despite the spooky reputation of the pub, business was booming, and the staff had learned to 
live with the white woman's presence. They had even started to see her as a sort of guardian 
angel, watching over them and the pub. However, things took a turn for the worse one night 
when a group of rowdy customers came in and started causing trouble. 

The staff tried their best to calm them down, but the customers refused to listen and started 
smashing glasses and overturning tables. In the chaos, one of the customers accidentally 
knocked over a candle, which quickly set fire to a nearby curtain. Within seconds, the pub was 
engulfed in flames. 

As the staff and customers scrambled to escape, they suddenly heard a voice calling out to them. 
It was the white woman, urging them to follow her. She led them through the burning building, 
guiding them to safety. Miraculously, everyone made it out alive, and the pub was saved from 
complete destruction. 

In the aftermath of the fire, the staff and customers couldn't help but wonder if the white woman 
had somehow known that the pub was in danger and had intervened to save them. From that day 
on, the ghostly apparition was seen in a new light - not as a terrifying presence, but as a guardian 
angel who was watching over them and the pub. And so, the legend of the white woman 
continued to live on, but with a newfound sense of gratitude and respect. 


By Donald Jay 


